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HEALTHY RIVERS ACTION PLAN 
Statement by Minister for Environment 

MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for Environment) [2.06 pm]: I take this opportunity to update 
the house on this government’s commitment to protecting the health of the Swan Canning Riverpark and the 
release of the latest annual achievements report for the Healthy Rivers action plan. The action plan was adopted 
in 2008 as a five-year, $40 million plan to protect the environmental health and amenity of the rivers by 
improving water quality. As members may be aware, the action plan is delivered by the Swan River Trust 
through eight programs that form a “catchment-to-coast” approach to reducing contaminants from catchments, 
intercepting pollutants from tributaries and drains, and applying river intervention techniques such as 
oxygenation to improve water quality. 
In the first four years of the action plan, more than $32 million has been invested, triggering an estimated 
$18 million in cash and in-kind contributions by project partners. During this same four-year period, more than 
two million native seedlings have been planted in the Swan Canning Riverpark. In 2011–12, more than 
$7.7 million was invested by this government in the action plan, and a further $7.2 million was invested, cash 
and in-kind, by local governments, community groups, industry sponsors, natural resource management groups 
and volunteers. As reported in the latest achievements report for the Healthy Rivers action plan, this resulted in 
74 on-ground projects being implemented, with more than 781 000 native seedlings planted and 70 hectares 
controlled for weeds in 2011–12. 

Priorities for this year include finalising a water quality improvement plan for Bull Creek and investing $125 000 
to implement priority actions; constructing an end-of-catchment wetland treatment system on Ellen Brook; 
finalising design for the Eric Singleton Bird Sanctuary constructed wetland in Bayswater; and building a third 
oxygenation plant on the Canning River and upgrading the two existing plants. These projects complement other 
separately funded work that is being carried out under the Swan Canning water quality improvement plan, 
focusing specifically on reducing nutrient inputs from catchments and using sophisticated modelling to identify 
nutrient sources and nutrient reduction targets. Last month I announced a further $1.5 million over three years 
for the Swan Canning water quality improvement plan to help ensure that the health of the Swan and Canning 
rivers is maintained into the future. 

It is sad to note that we often hear about the problems in the rivers, yet we seldom hear about the huge effort 
being made to improve our rivers, as detailed in the latest achievements report for the Healthy Rivers action 
plan. The Swan and Canning rivers face the same stresses as other waterways around the world, but a lot is being 
done to improve the health of this iconic river system. I commend the many people who are helping with that 
task and look forward to being able to update the house in the future on projects occurring through the Healthy 
Rivers action plan. 
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